
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern  Area Victory for 
Northumberland. 
One year on and it only seems five minutes since Northumberland 
ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ !ǊŜŀ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
capable hands of Cumbria YFC, commenced on Saturday 6

th
 March 

and went over a two day period seeing Northumberland, Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, Cumbria, Durham, East Riding and Isle of Man battle it 
ƻǳǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ WǳƴƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 
Member of the year, Junior public speaking, Brain trust and Drama, 
just to name a few, it was set to be an exciting event, especially with 
the county so well represented.  Northumberland had a good day, 
seeing Matthew Sharp taking away Junior Member of the Year as 
well as the other Northumberland teams who put up a strong 
performance. Despite the odd injury in the sports team, 
Northumberland did well and gave some tough opposition to the 
other counties. Overall, a great weekend was had by all and 
members are reminded that Northern Area Field Day is on 26th June 
2010.  

 

From big tups to big tops; Ponteland are rallying around. 
Ponteland YFC is leaving behind big tups, in exchange for big tops, as part of their circus themed rally this year. With a dedicated team 
ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ forget. Hosted at 
West Shaftoe Farm by kind permission of Mr A Keegan, Ponteland have 76 competitions ranging from the usual fun and hilarity of the 
bolstering bar, to the more adventurous ones such as trapeze and circus act. Jamie Gilhespy, Club secretary, sits on the rally committee 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΤ ά¢he 2010 rally will be a day that will long be remembered and show that Ponteland is no longer a dying club. With 
ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻƴέΦ  As well as the 
rally, which takes place on Saturday 5th June, stock judging and sheep shearing also takes place on Sunday 23rd May which is spread 
between Breckney Hill Farm, Ogle Castle Farm and Kirkley Hall College. Anyone with rally enquires are asked to contact Claire Fairbank. 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
 
Hello everyone! It is with great pleasure that I am writing to you all for the first time as county chairman, in our new county 
newsletter. In Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƻƭŘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōǊƛŀƴΩ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ŏƭǳō ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
aiming to resurrect!  For this our first edition, we have kept it short and sweet, with the hope that you will all offer thoughts and 
opinions on what you would like to see in the next issue. You'll also realise that we're online, despite many requests, myself included, 
for a printed version delivered through the door by the postman. We're looking into sponsorship and funding to make this possible for 
those members who want it, but in the meantime hopefully your club secretaries will make copies available for those not online.         
 
Newsletter aside, you're all doing a fantastic job of making my year as county chairman a one to remember. Competitions have had 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ buzz in the 
county right now. Keep up the good work and I look forward to seeing you all out and about soon! 
 

Dan   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Nixon 

Matthew receives his trophy as Northern Areas junior 
member of the year. 

March 2010 
Back feeding 
Northumberland 
Young Farmers 



 
 
 
 

Young stock present fine stock. 
March 4th and 5th ǎŀǿ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΩs Young Farmers on top 
form, presenting an excellent line up of suckled calves at the 
annual YFC calf sale at Hexham and Northern Marts. With the aim 
of feeding the calf through winter and then making the greatest 
margin at sale, the competition has grown in popularity, with a 
total of 69 calves bought, a significant increase on last year. With 
different classes, including Limousin cross, British Blue cross and 
Charolais cross, Phil Ogle of Haltwhistle came out top with the 
most profitable calf, closely folƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ YŜǾƛƴ 
Ridley. Other awards went to Kevin Ridley again, who collected 
the award for overall champion, followed by Jamie Dixon, reserve 
ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΦ YŜǾƛƴ wƛŘƭŜȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΤ άL ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ 
overall champ. The hard work I put in really paid off and I feel 
other members should take advantage of this opportunity and 
ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊέΦ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ 
ǳǇ ǿŀǎ WǳŘƛǘƘ ²ŀǊŘ ƻŦ IŀƭǘǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǎǘ ŎŀƭŦ ƻŦ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎŜȄ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΩ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ ! ōƛƎ ǿŜll done goes to all 
competitors. 

 

Dates for your diary 
Apr-10   

23 - 25/04/2010 National Convention (AGM), Torquay, Devon 

May-10   

06/01/2010 County Executive Meeting, Kirkley Hall, 7.30pm 

09/01/2010 Football & County Kwik Cricket, Otterburn Sports Centre, 1pm 

14/05/2010 Berwick YFC 75TH Anniversary Ball, Berwick Rugby Club, 7.30pm 

21/05/2010 Darts & Pool Final, Wark Sports Club, 7.30pm 

27/05/2010 Beef Expo, Hexham  

31/05/2010 Northumberland County Show 

Jun-10   

05/06/2010 County Rally hosted by Ponteland 

10/06/2010 County Executive Meeting, Kirkley Hall, 7.30pm 

22/06/2010 Quoits Competition ς North Eliminator, The Oak Inn, Causey 
Park, 7.30pm 

23/06/2010 Quoits Competition ς South Eliminator, Barrasford Arms, 7.30pm 

Jul-10   

02/07/2010 Quoits Competition ς Final, Bay Horse, West Woodburn, 7.30pm 

04/07/2010 Clay Pigeon Shoot, Bywell, 1pm 

08/07/2010 Cookery Competition, Stannington Village Hall, 7.30pm 

25/07/2010 Netball Competition, Willowburn Sports Centre, 11am 

25/07/2010 Rugby Competition, Alnwick Rugby Club, 11am 

Aug-10   

09/08/2010 Sheep Dog Trials, The Fawns, Cambo, 7.30pm 

10/08/2010 County Executive Meeting, Kirkley Hall, 7.30pm 

22/08/2010 Rounders Competition, Otterburn Sports Centre, 1pm 

 
County Contacts 
 
Dan Nixon ς County Chairman 
Caroline Watson, Secretary ς Tel; 01661 872562 E; countyoffice@northumberlandyfc.co.uk 
Nicola Bolton, Field worker ς 07803 132103 E; nicola@northumberlandyfc.co.uk  
Liz Stewart, Field Worker ς 07831 797894 E; walltown@lineone.net 
Contact; matty.sharp@farming.co.uk   

 

What a drama! 
Well done to all competitors in the Drama 
Competition who gave very confident and 
expressive performances at the Queens 
Hall, Hexham. With Whitley Chapel in first 
position, closely followed by Haltwhistle 
and Stamfordham, the evening was 
certainly entertaining. However, Whitley 
Chapel stole the title and went on to the 
Northern Area and were placed a very 
respectable fourth. A big well done goes to 
cast, crew and all involved. 

 

Kevin Ridley with his prize winning calf. 

Phil Ogle receiving his prize from Geoff Hubbuck and 
David Carr 

 

Please send all feedback and 
content to Matthew Sharp. 

Comments, queries, opinions and 
club news would be greatly 

appreciated by May 31st before 
our next addition is out. 


