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Hello Northumberland Young Farmers! May | first of all congratulate you all on what has been a fantastic couple of months
for our organisation, which for me as chairman, has made me extremely proud to be the leader of Northumberland YFC.
Not only did you all behave at the rally, but you all competed and took part with good sportsmanship, good humour and
great teamwork. Well done to Alnwick for winning the overall rally shield, but also a huge pat on the back must be given to
all clubs as there was a wide variety of cups and trophies evenly distributed throughout the county. Ponteland YFC must
also be congratulated for hosting such a great day and night out. Following on from the rally, a bus full plus a few more
members headed down to the Northern Area Field Day at Clitheroe, Lancashire. Notable success' were the Haltwhistle tug
of war lads coming 3rd, Vicky Harrison coming 3rd in the junior dairy stock judging and 3™ for Stuart Golightlys male nail
art! We were placed 9th team overall, but that actually made us 4th county; which was a big achievement for such a small
county such as ourselves! Well done to everyone who took part.

As for this newsletter, we have decided to continue with the electronic version once a quarter. This will be available to
download from the website, or from your club secretary. We have however decided to compile an annual yearbook, to
include competition results, club reports, event reports and calendar dates for 2011, which will be posted out to all
members/households. This is still in the early planning stages, but the aim is to be printed and posted by late
November/early December. Anyone with ideas or thoughts for possible content please contact myself, Matty or Caroline.

In the meantime, keep having fun, take part, and don't do anything | wouldn't do!!

Dan.

Alnwick pulls its act together at the circus. |
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Ponteland, proved to be a roaring success. With seventy six competitions |
taking place, the club put on a grand performance. Stock judging held at !
Kirkley Hall on Sunday 23" May saw Shaftoe, Bellingham and Ponteland take |
the top three places. With the top spot still worth fighting for, Saturday 5™
June came and all eleven clubs in Northumberland descended on West
Shaftoe Farm in the capable hands of the Ponteland Rally Committee.

With the sun out and an exciting day ahead, all was to play for, however
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Storey, Treasurer Deb Walton, the rally committee as well as friends and in the stilts

family of Ponteland YFC. race.
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Club in Focus: ShafeoYFC

They may not be the biggest, but Shaftoe YFC is a small, yet thriving club. Under the watchful eye of Pete Forster,

Chairman and Edward Furlong, Secretary, the club has grown from strength to strength. Pictured below, receiving the
Cambo Cup from Guy Opperman, MP, rally day proved to be a success for them with them grabbing the cup for their

stock judging efforts. Pete and Edward report; Howdy from all at Shaftoe!2 S | N® 3I2Ay 3 G2 Gl 1S
been getting up to over the past couple of months. Our main focus has been on the big tractor pull. This idea was

conjured up by Sarah and Stephen, the aim was to pull a tractor from the bus station in Hexham to the county show

ground in Corbridge, raising money for the Great North Air Ambulance and for the club. Everyone thought this seemed

like a good idea at the time until the first practice which saw the countryside littered with knackered young farmers (well |
say countryside it was more like a half mile stretch of road!). After this Sarah and Stephen decided to go on holiday, never
the less, practices went on and slowly but surely we started to get the hang of it, travelling a bit further every time. The

pull itself took place on the 30™ of May with the aim to reach the show ground before the show started, the following

day. We managed to complete the pull in less than two hours, which | think is a world record for anyone pulling a tractor
from Hexham to Corbridge! On the day of the show, we pulled the tractor around the main ring, lapping a few of the
vintage tractors in the process. Massive thanks have to go to Sarah Robson and Stephen Armstrong for organising this
event which has helped to raise over £3000. Also, huge thanks have to go to members of Whitley Chapel and Ponteland

YFC for lending a helpinghand, 6 A G K2 dzi GKSY L R2y Q4 GKAYy]l GKS g2NI R I
go to the sponsors which helped raise this fantastic amount. After the county show came The County Rally hosted by
Ponteland, which saw our club collect the Stock2 dzZRIA Yy 3 G NR LK & O6LIAOGdzZNBR 0SSt 260
done Stock judgers; this was the excuse, if we needed one, to celebrate. A mention has to go to Richard Dentsctilts
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alongside Whitley Chapel at the Highlander, however ructions were caused when a member of Whitley chapel (I think this
member has something to do with county too!) climbed onto a chair which was on top of a table and proceeded to try

and get some chants going (look what power does!). Finally, we must congratulate lain Gilhespy and Amy Porteous as

well as Gayle Hodgson and James Baty on their engagementsQOur club preS|dent also has had blg celebratlons reaching
the big 60, so a massive Happy Birthday to Will Rutherford. So, i K I 4 Q& ' = = .
from us lot, just a date for the diary; 6" of August is the return of the Shaftoe ‘
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Hope you all have a class summer and remember as Homer Simpson once
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Shaftoe YEC

Member in focus Alistair Graham

D.0.B;30th March 1990

Club:Coquetdale

Role(s)Chairman

Nickname:Ali

Like:Women, rugby, cricket, cider, food and lots of it
Dislike:Ham, tuna, fosters and the yard of ale.
Occupation:Sheep stylist and farmer.

Proudest moment in YFEinishing the yard of ale without being sick on stage, and winning the senior sheep stock
judging in Northumberland and then coming third at Northern Area in 20009.

A few words about youl joined Coquetdale in 2006, became chairman at end of 2009 have worked hard to increase the
active membership of the club. | work at home on the Family farm and also work loose doing general farm work and
sheep shearing; R2 Yy Qi 0 Snedil $ofe shiedp styed! Idauring the winter | play rugby for Ainwick and hunt with the
West Percy.

Friends commenby Cameron ShelDuring the winter, Ali claims to play rugby in between hunting and spending too
much time in Blackmores! During the summer he turns his full attention to four legged woolly creatures, but still manages
to keep up a steady social life. Over the last couple of years we have been in some sticky situations, usually due to mad
parties, young ladies from the hills and failure to make it home before Sunday morning. He has now settled down slightly
and appears to live in my fridge! A three day weekend in Torquay seemed like the perfect chance to recover from
lambing, however Ali decided to spend the majority of time ill in bed; it was good of him to make an appearance for the
final night though!!
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Northumberland YFC beef it up

Northumberland Young Farmers raced to the top at The Beef expo on Thursday 27" May 2010. The event, held at Hexham,
saw Northumberland Young Farmers represent the county excellently, seeing nine out of twelve places in the beef stock
judging took away by Northumberland Young Farmers. In the under 18 category, Lucy Adamson from Bellingham came

first followed by Harry Fox of Berwick who came third, Richard Dent of Shafto fourth, Alistair Harrison of Haltwhistle fifth
and Richard Sanders from Cambo sixth. In the over 18 category, Bruce Campbell of Alnwick came in second, Nigel

Thompson of Haltwhistle fourth, Rachel Lawson of Bellingham fifth and Ben Staley of Haltwhistle sixth. In addition to the
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represented Northumberland very well. As well as the stock judging, Northumberland YFC was out in force, parking cars as
well as running the bar. A big thanks goes to all that helped ¢ it is greatly appreciated!

Leftb 2 NIi KdzY o S|
Winners.

Right:Lucy Adamson
receiving her award from
the Duke of
Northumberland.

Up and coming events

Stockman of the Year on Sunday 4™ July 2010 hosted by East Riding at Driffield Showground.

Shaftoe Hill Billy Hoe-down on 6™ August 2010 at Ridley Farm, Hexham. For more details contact Edward Furlong.
Sheep dog trials on 9th August.

Summer party on 13th August - over 18 only. Speak to Claire Fairbank (more details will follow).

Rounders on Sunday 22™ August at Otterburn

Glendale Show, Monday 30th August- Northumberland YFC Marguee will be there.

Friday 22nd October is The County Ball, Federation Brewery.

Friday 29th - Sunday 31st October is Provisional training weekend at Brathay.

Friday 19" November is NorthumberlandYF/ Q& / 2dzyi& ! Da |G ¢KS vdzSSya |1 SIR

Northumberland County Show

Monday 31°* May saw a record number of people attend Tynedale Park, Corbridge for the annual Northumberland County
Show. With 22,800 people in attendance and the sun blazing, the day was set to be a busy and exciting time. With an array
of trade stands and many competitive classes, not to mention industrial and agricultural competitions, there was

something for everyone. Northumberland Young Farmers were out in force, selling programmes and stewarding the ring,
under the watchful eye of show committee member, Tracy Anderson of Bellingham YFC. Overall, the day went very well,
seeing lots of keen young people represent Northumberland Young Farmers, not only in the stewarding, but also in
O2YLISGAGA2yad ¢NIO& &lAR a¢KS aK2¢g ¢la | 3INBFG RIF@
weather. The work in which our Young Farmers put it was excellent and was imperative to the running of the day, which
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running. An excellent achievement; Well done Pete!

Want to receive an electronic copy of The Young Northumbrian? Then send your email address to the County Offic
the next issue will go straight to your inbox. Also, have you got some news, content or want to suggest a member ir
focus? Emaimatty.sharp@farming.co.ulor contact Caroline at the County Office

County Contacts
Dan Nixon, Chairman.

Caroline Watson, Secretary ¢ 01661 872562 E; countyoffice@northumberlandyfc.co.uk
Nicola Bolton, Field worker ¢ 07803 132103 E; nicola@northumberlandyfc.co.uk

Liz Stewart, Field Worker ¢ 07831 797894 E; walltown@Iineone.net

Magazine Content to Matthew Sharp, Editor. E; matty.sharp@farming.co.uk

The Young Northumbﬂon
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